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The Endangered Species Act: An overview
Why the Endangered Species is Act important
One hundred and seventy-two beautiful and unique species would likely have gone extinct during the years 1973-1998 without the Endangered Species Act’s vital protections. (Annual Review of Ecological Systematics 1999, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Recovery Rprt. to Congress Fiscal Yrs. 2001-2002)
There are more than 1,200 Threatened and Endangered species protected by the Endangered Species Act and 286 candidate species that await protection. (Source: http://www.fws.gov/ endangered/ wildlife.html#Species) 
As of 2005, more than 9,000 – or approximately one-third – of the U.S.’s native species are at risk of extinction. (NatureServe database) 
Success of the Endangered Species Act
Nearly half of the species that have been protected under the Act for more than seven years are now stable or improving. (After many decades of decline and habitat loss, it often takes decades to recover an endangered species.)
The Endangered Species Act has saved 99.3% of listed species from extinction. (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, http://www.fws.gov/endangered/pubs/ ES%20Recovery%20Program.09.05.pdf)
The importance of habitat protection
Habitat loss threatens 17 out of 20 endangered and threatened species in the U.S. and is the primary cause of a species becoming endangered, threatened or extinct. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service data show that species with critical habitat designations are twice as likely to be recovering. 




What the Endangered Species Act means for Colorado
In Colorado, 32 species of wildlife, fish and plants are protected by the Act. For the complete list go to: http://wildlife.state.co.us/WildlifeSpecies/SpeciesOfConcern/ 
In 2003, the White House Office of Management and Budget reported that critical habitat designations for four endangered Colorado River fish is expected to increase employment by 710 jobs, increase earnings by $6.62 million and increase government revenue by $3.2 million from 1995-2020. (National Environmental Trust www.net.org/esa/ chapter1.vtml#sidebar6) 
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Medical benefits of biodiversity

Eighty-four of the 150 most prescribed medicines are linked to discoveries of natural compounds found in the wild, with an annual economic value of $80 billion. These include the Pacific yew, which provides treatment for ovarian, breast and lung cancer; the rosy periwinkle, which provides the cure for Hodgkin’s disease and certain forms of leukemia; and the foxglove, which helps extend the lives of heart disease patients.
Delayed protection is linked to extinction

· Eighty-five lengthy listing delays, sometimes as long as 20 years, contributed to the extinction of 83 species.
· Twenty-four species became extinct while waiting on the Endangered Species Act’s candidate list. 
· Seventeen species became extinct while the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service illegally delayed processing petitions to protect them. In some cases the agency knew the delay would cause extinction, but sacrificed the species rather than confront powerful political interests. 



Americans Support the Endangered Species Act

· Nine out of ten American voters agree that the Endangered Species Act is an important safety net for wildlife, plants, and fish that are on the brink of extinction. 

· Nineteen out of 20 voters agree that one of the most effective ways to protect species is to protect the places where they live – a key component of the Act. (Decision Research, 2004)

· Since October 2005, 123 newspapers have editorialized against the efforts of Representative Pombo and Senator Crapo to dramatically weaken the Act.



Landowner Programs of the Endangered Species Act 

Once a species is listed, the Act requires that people and the economy be considered when designating critical habitat. Conservation tools of the Act include:
Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) – allow developments to proceed while promoting listed species conservation.
Incidental Take Permits – allow landowners to proceed with an activity that results in the “incidental taking” of a listed species after adequate minimizing and mitigating of impacts.

Safe Harbor Agreements – provide regulatory assurances for landowners who voluntarily aid the recovery of species listed under the Act. 
Conservation Banks – program for landowners to sell conservation credits while preserving habitat.
Cooperative Conservation Fund (Section 6) Grants – provide funds to landowners to offset costs associated with development of an HCP or to protect land in perpetuity. 
For more on conservation programs of the Act, go to: http://www.fws.gov/Endangered/ 






The Endangered Species Act








Since October 2005, 123 newspapers across the country have editorialized against recent attempts by Congress to dismantle or weaken the Endangered Species Act:


Denver Post Editorial 3/2/06�Species act is endangered


“Bald eagles are leaving the safe nest of the Endangered Species Act, showing how effective the controversial law can be.  Ironically, now it's the law that's endangered. Our national symbol today could also serve as an emblem of the need to save the law that saved the birds.” 








Canada lynx now inhabit the mountains of Colorado, Wyoming, New Mexico and Utah. 
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Ute ladies’-tresses orchid, found along the Front Range in Colorado and less than a handful of places around the States.
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Call to Action 


Your letter to Senator Salazar should make three key points:





The Endangered Species Act is one of the most important and successful environmental laws we have.  The Act protects some 1,300 plants, animals and fish. It is more than 99 percent successful at preventing extinction and has saved hundreds of species since its inception.





Please oppose any and all efforts to weaken or alter the Endangered Species Act in the current Congress. Regardless of how reasonable a bill the Senate might pass this year, it will be seriously altered when reconciled with the destructive Pombo bill, passed in the House last year (H.R. 3824). 





Possibilities for improving implementation of the Endangered Species Act include improving funding for existing conservation programs in the 2007 Farm Bill.





Mail letter to: Hon. Senator Ken Salazar, 2300 15th Street, Suite 450, Denver, CO 80202





Denver Metro Region�2300 15th Street, Suite 450�Denver, CO 80202�Phone: (303) 455-7600














Enacted in 1973 and signed into law by President Nixon, the Endangered Species Act works as a safety net for wildlife and plants that are on the brink of extinction. It has been successful in preventing the extinction of hundreds of species, including the bald eagle, the black-footed ferret and the grizzly bear, as well as many other species of fish, plants and wildlife.
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